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Another sister has left us. Linda Mary Sam was the 
seventh of nineteen children born to Edith Sam in 

| Whitehorse, 1947. Linda is survived by sisters Maisie 
T} and Elsie and, remarkably, their 97 year old mother, 
still living in Whitehorse, as well as her three children 
] and three grandchildren. Linda's father passed away 
when she was a toddler. 


T] A full-blooded Kwanlin Dün Native, Linda spent 
most of her childhood (ages 4-16) in residential 
schools. The abuse experienced there left her scarred 

| and partially deaf. Linda endured those years, then a 
couple of unhealthy relationships which bore her three 
children. Still in her mid-twenties, Linda met a young 
man with thick glasses and a warm heart. Kenny and 
Linda paired up and remained together for 42 years 

jJ until September 2nd, 2010 when Kenny had to let go 
of Linda's arm for the last time. 


We mourn the loss of this strong but poor woman who 
had such a troubled and difficult life. But those of 

us who knew Kenny and Linda, know that they were 

jJ made for each other and had love between them. 
continued on page three .... 
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just another rant 





I want to be a socialist, really I do. I want to 
believe that there is some purpose for an 
overseeing organization, a government," to 
coordinate things like a regional water supply 
and the maintenance of sewage and hydro and 
electrical pipes, to construct and maintain bike 
trails and public transit, to protect wild spaces, 
and coordinate accessible health care and 
educational systems. I like the idea of pooling 
resources, along with my neighbours, and 
entrusting someone to distribute those funds 
and goods and services so that every member of 
society can live a life of dignity, so that those 
less fortunate can be provided with enough to 
survive and grow, so that every citizen is 
empowered to contribute something creative 
that benefits the collective all of us. 


I want to believe we can elect representatives 
who share these ideals, who want to serve 
rather than govern, who aren’t afraid of losing 
their paycheque in the next election. 


From Democracy Now I learned about the latest 
from our whacky neighbours to the south 

-- illegal foreclosures. Many of our neighbours, 
in the midst of great economic and environmental challenges, 
have been turfed out of their homes only to learn that 
corporations dealing their foreclosures were behaving 
scandalously after having been, themselves, “bailed out." 


In Canada, just in time for another winter, our own city council 
(save one councilor Lucas) has chosen to legislate rather than 
innovate. No creative solutions for homelessness in our fair 
city, no sympathy for the most unfortunate among us, instead we 
watch increasing poverty and despair meet laws and penalties 
and imminent jail time. Do fines from trespassing and other 
misdemeanour charges go into a collective fund that's used to 
help those who are pushed further from the mainstream, forced 
into tents in the woods far from the city's food banks and warm 
spaces, like wild animals? No? Where does all that money go? 


I want to be a socialist, and hear from our elected officials that 
they understand how world economics has impacted those 
people on Pandora. That they realize the World Bank and IMF 
policies demand Structural Adjustment Programs which are 
about shutting down social programs and maintaining tax-free 
corporate status. I want to know that my representatives know 
that Canada is the only G8 country without a national housing 
program, and the lack of federal funds since the mid-nineties has 
helped create the homeless crisis that is upon us. As we 
approach another Canadian winter, some 300,000 Canadians 
have no homes. I want to hear this truth spoken from the 
mouths of the politicians who have moved to further criminalize 
the poorest of the poor among us. 


This truth, these 300,000 homeless Canadians, these thousands 
who depend on Victoria's food banks, it's tragic and shameful. 
It's a national emergency. And we are Canadians, known (until 
recently) to the world as polite, compassionate, peace-keepers 
who, when the going gets tough, band together to look after 
each other. Even in every-person-for-themselves Alberta, where 
I'm originally from, people pushed each other out of snow 
banks, helped shovel the elderly's sidewalks, hosted potlucks 
and community feasts and ensured our neighbours and we 
survived each long cold winter. What's happened to that 
Canadian spirit? 


Our brothers and sisters need our help. If you have a room to 
share in your home, please consider offering it up at a 
reasonable rate to someone who might not otherwise be able to 
afford one. We can take a portion of this runaway economy into 
our own hands .... you don't have to charge market rates for 
your rental units. You don't have to pay minimum wage. If you 
can afford it, give folks a break. Pay them a decent wage, offer 
them a decent place to live. And ask elected officials to lobby 
the Provincial Government to raise the minimum wage, to 
support Libby Davies Bill C 304 to establish a Federal housing 
plan. And let's talk about the most sensible solution - a 
Guaranteed Livable Income. 


I want to be a socialist, I want to believe that change can happen 
from within, but the anarchist in me realizes that "the system" 
was not established to promote equality and justice, it was 
established by the wealthy ruling class to protect their own 
private interests. And, with little exception, those who muddy 
themselves in political waters, regardless of their good 
intentions, emerge a different, muddied, person. I'm not sure 
our solutions will ever come from there, so let's take it into our 
own hands, shall we? Can we? Will You? 


I want to be a socialist. I’m poor, living way below the poverty 
line, and I have a student loan. So the last couple of years I’ ve 
been able to apply for debt reduction. I’ve been very grateful 


Hey, this is 
cool ... in 
1989 we of 
the Green 
Future Club 
organized a 
Rainforest 
Awareness 
Week. 
We sold 
colourful 
t-shirts 
just like 
this to raise 
funds for 
Indigenous 
Hawaiians 
protecting 
rainforest. 
Then, in 
August 
2010, I 
found this 
in the rag 
bag at 
Indralaya 
retreat 
centre 
on Orcas 
Island. 





for that. I waited the requisite year until I applied again, and 
this year learned they’ ve changed debt reduction to “Repayment 
Assistance.” 


I filled out the necessary Repayment Assistance documents and 
submitted them, then received notice that it was necessary to 
prove my income with bank statements or cheque stubs or a note 
from my employer. I tracked down one of our board of 
directors, to affirm the information I'd already provided (about 
the $800 a month I earn producing this newspaper and serving 
the community), and waited. On September 20th I received 
notice that I hadn't sent the necessary income proof in time, so 
my application was declined. On September 30th I received 
another notice, this time saying that my application was 
approved and, this is the best part, I wouldn't be required to 
make payment and nor would interest accrue on my loan 
between June 2010 and November 2010. I've already made my 
payments for June, July, August, and September. WTF is the 
point of this wast of time, I wonder?!? 


Do government employees just intentionally entrench 
themselves in the mindlessness of bureaucracy, or don't they 
even realize the crap they're dishing out? Are these civil 
servants, or whoever makes decisions to change and re-establish 
such policies, really aware of what they're doing? Maybe 
they're hired in one department, get completely disenchanted 
with it, and then move on so there's nobody around long enough 
to actually change things so they make sense? 


I want to be a socialist. I want to send an email to BC Hydro, 
considered a relatively efficient and cost-effective publicly 
funded utilities company, telling them there's a hydro pole near 
my apartment building that might require attention, and receive 
some response other than instructions on who to call. I 
responded to the email that provided the phone number I’m 
supposed to call to tell them one of their poles needs mainte- 
nance, asking if it's possible if they, since they're being paid for 
it, could simply forward the email. But no, apparently BC 
Hydro hasn't yet met the 21st century. It's up to me to call the 
number and report the pole that may anytime fall to the ground 
and kill innocent taxpayers. Email is not enough. 


And then there's the story of blind Kenny, locked inside a 
hospital because he's blind and his life partner died. It's more 
than I even want to believe. 


I want to be a socialist. I want to believe that, when someone tells 
me they're a member of the NDP, that means they believe in 
socialism. They're equally concerned about everyone regardless 
of income level or colour of skin or ability to contribute 
financially to political parties, they're devoted to a fair distribution 
of wealth and resources, beyond their own paycheques. 


In October I attended a fundraiser for Intrepid Theatre. This 

was not a thousand dollar a plate affair, it was a relaxed and fun 
and participatory event held at the Victoria Event Centre. For 
20 bucks attendees had an opportunity to witness some of the 
most talented of our city's drama types participate in the creative 
process and then watch with them while actors and directors and 
set designers brought their words to life. Maybe I could believe 
more in socialism if it was inclusive and fun and democratic, 
like how Intrepid Theatre makes it. 


I hope for change and I wonder .... can life imitate art? If the 
people ever realize they're leaders, will the leaders ever follow? 


Janine Bandcroft is the founder and current co-ordinator of the 
Victoria Street Newz. She's seen and heard stu 
your head spin, and blogs about it at janinebandcroft.blogspot.com|. 
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Spare a Little Change?! .... Story continued from cover .... 


Despite becoming completely blind, Kenny always managed to provide for he and 
his better half. And now that his better half is gone, Kenny is alone. 


Blind Kenny has worked the bench outside the church at Douglas/Broughton for 
nearly 20 years. And while he would sit there and holler “spare a little change?!", 
Linda would comb the downtown core, touching base with the street community 
and making sure everyone was okay. Stocking up at food banks enabled her to 
feed many of the homeless and less fortunate. Some even found temporary shelter, 
a hot shower and a smoke and a beer at Kenny and Linda’s small apartment. She 
was affectionately known as “Mom” on the streets and although the homeless 
demographic has changed drastically over the past decade, there still remains a 
crowd quite familiar with the generosity of this long-lasting couple. 


Kenny's bench sitting days are now over. After spending most of his life relying on 
Linda to navigate thru town, he is now completely on his own for the first time in his 
life. With no family and a peer group of mostly impoverished alcoholics, this next 
chapter of Kenny's life will be quite a challenge. 


Admitted to Victoria General Hospital the night Linda passed, Kenny remains in 
the hospital despite not being sick. Unable to return to his home, Kenny must now 
await as our over-worked safety network tries to arrange suitable accommodation. 
A new home to get used to. A new life to learn. A difficult journey for a blind, 
alcoholic, 58 year old with a grade three education. I fear him falling silently 
between the cracks and my heart weeps. 


Kenny and Linda lived at 950 Humboldt for nearly two decades until several years 
ago when construction demands displaced them. Pacifica Housing relocated this 
especially vulnerable couple into a crime-ridden dump. I visited there just once ... 
it was awful and unsafe. A far cry from their sunny yard where, for about fifteen 
years, I enjoyed regular visits over cups of tea and laughter. 


I'm not sure if the new buildings at 950 Humboldt (originally owned by C.N.I.B., 
then B.C. Housing) are designed specially for low-income and/or the disabled but I 
do know that they are not ready for occupancy and Kenny's wish to move back into 
his old neighbourhood is unlikely to come true. Living at the hospital is hardly a 
solution either. The staff seem to have their hands full dealing with sick people and 
he is quite neglected. From not being able to eat the food, to having to stay in his 
room (nobody to walk him around, stretch his legs...), this seems like a fate worse 
than death. 


Most recently I learned he has been denied access to his money and forbidden to 
leave the grounds. Kenny is a grieving widow suffering from (alcohol) withdrawal. 
He is being further victimized by poverty and a failing system. I am outraged with 
the lack of compassion and available support in this so-called healthcare facility 
but I am at a loss as to what to do. Over the years I' ve seen dozens of well-to-do 
business types, church goers and do-gooders give Kenny envelopes of cash as he 
sat on his bench with his bucket of change. Are these folks wondering where he is 
now? 


I manage the hour bike ride out to VGH every few days, each visit discovering more 
details of neglect. Each visit becoming more disheartened. Nobody deserves to be 
abandoned like this, least of all dear, sweet, generous Kenny. Linda would share my 
outrage if she knew how her hubby was being mistreated. She spent most of her life 
looking after Kenny and it was a full-time job. I suspect it will take a small team 

of profes- 
sionals to 
do the work 
this remark- 
able woman 
carried out 
on her own 
for over 40 
years. I 
wish I were 
in a better 
position my- 
self to help 
Kenny, but 
all I can do 
is share his 
story and be 
his friend. 
Unfortu- 
nately, he 
needs a lot 
more than 
that. 

Photos 

by Nancy 
Raycroft. 





Criminalizing the Poor of Pandora 


Press Release from VCAP - Victoria Coalition Against Poverty 


In a recent survey of over 100 members of the street community, homeless people 
criticized the City for making their problems worse instead of better. Plans to 
gentrify Pandora Green and to criminalize anyone camping on the boulevard weigh 
heavily on people who say they have no other place to go. Other responses 
consistently cited included concerns over police violence, inadequacy of services 
being provided and the stigmatization of poverty. 


“We are treated like sub-humans,” said one survey respondent “[if people are 
displaced] where will we go? The problem will just pop up somewhere else, it’s not 
going to solve anything.” 


Many of the people interviewed reported being harassed and assaulted by police 
officers who wake them up every morning and throw their belongings in the garbage 
when they aren’t looking. 


In 2009 the City of Victoria lost a decision at the Supreme Court and was forced to 
recognize homeless people’s right to camp on public land. The current council 
committed to resolving the city’s homelessness crisis when it took office. Victoria 
continues to be one of the wealthiest cities in North America with no fixed site needle 
exchange. Homeless people insist that the only way to resolve the issues created by 
poverty and addiction is to provide counseling, health care and supportive housing to 
help them back onto their feet. 


Where Are They Now? 


Conditions are already getting better, observers say. But I wonder where are former 
occupants of the boulevard? Are they safe? Have they been incarcerated? Do the 
people of the street know that they still have rights? Or does anyone really care? 


The bylaw prohibits occupancy of medians and sidewalks between sunset and 
sunrise which in my opinion is a little more safer during this time period for the 
un-housed. Occupancy is defined as “squatting, kneeling or lying down.” 
However, people still would be allowed to congregate on the medians between 
sunrise and sundown, inviting the potential for an accident to happen between the 
cars and the pedestrians. 


The police and city clean-up crew have been doing regular sweeps of the 900 
block Pandora for sometime now. Taking every last piece of personal possession 
of the un-housed who are for the most not able to pay the fine for being un-housed 
making them a criminal. When these sweeps happen everything is taken. Things 
like people ID, prescriptions, shoes, under garments, blankets, jackets, photos and 
any little changes they might have in their possession. 


To expect poor, un-housed people to pay a fine, likely between $100 and $200 is a 


waste of tax payers precious money. 


Rose Henry 


photo from Pere Rockwell 





A coalition of Victoria anti-poverty groups gathered on Pandora Green to oppose 
City Council's passing of an amendment to a streets and traffic bylaw which 
forbids people from squatting, kneeling or lying down on boulevards and 
medians from 7:00 pm to 7:00 am, prohibiting camping on Pandora Green. 


The Action Committee of People with Disabilities, the Committee to End 
Homelessness, Harm Reduction Victoria and the Victoria Coalition Against 
Poverty (VCAP) are among the groups that have criticized the bylaw amendment 
for criminalizing homeless people camping on Pandora Green. 


More than 100 people attended a public hearing at City Hall and spoke almost 
unanimously against the amendment. 


VCAP will also release a preliminary research report from the Peoples' Plan for 
Pandora. 'The report summarizes the views of over 70 street-involved commu- 
nity members that were interviewed on their ideas, thoughts and visions for 
Pandora Green. The report is available at vcapvictoria.wordpress.com/flyers-pam- 
phlets-etc/peoples-plan-survey-results-preliminary-report 
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An Alternative 


here is a fundamental difference 
| between people who want to rule 
and those who choose to serve. 
Currently, [many of] those elected as our 
representatives want to govern rather than 
serve. Their agenda is not our agenda. 
They have ideological imperatives and 
owners that govern their intentions 
and actions. Itis for these reasons that 
government does not work, no matter 
where we live on this planet. 


Here’s an alternative for Canada. 


Eliminate political parties and contribu- 
tions by the private sector and special 
interest groups altogether. Any citizen 
could run for office by simply obtaining the 
signatures of a percentage of the eligible 
voters in their riding. No advertising, no 
organizational apparatus, no fan fare, just 
public debates within individual ridings. 
Use the Town Hall formula as the means 
for candidates to present their focus and 
agenda. 


After a general election, to determine 
representatives from the various ridings, 
the electorate would choose a leader taken 
from the ranks of those elected as riding 
representatives. A run-off election would 
take place after the candidates for the 
position of Prime Minister put forward a 
written agenda for their term of office. 
Each could debate in an open national 
forum, the advantages and disadvantages of 
the various agendas put forward. The 
electorate, not political parties’ executives, 
would have the opportunity to determine 
the government’s leadership and agenda. 


Instead of a Royal Opposition there would 
be Auditors. Any elected individual would 
have the option of working as a Ministry 
Manager under the new leadership or 
become an Auditor. Eliminate the House 
of Commons altogether; it accomplishes 
nothing, it is a joke and an embarrassment. 
The Auditors would be given unfettered 
access to the day to day operations of 
government, its ministries and institutions. 
The system would become transparent. 
The Auditor’s Office would give the public 
the information they need to determine 
whether their agenda was being efficiently 
pursued or not. If the agenda was not 
being followed the Prime Minister could be 


—— 
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» Ha” 


by Arthur James Taggart 


recalled and another put in place to fulfill 
the agenda the electorate sanctioned. 


Eliminate the Senate and replace it with the 
First Ministers Council. Give the First 
Nations Provincial status and eliminate the 
Indian Act altogether. Eliminate the 
powers of taxation from all levels of 
government save one; the Provinces. Each 
Province would make transfer payments 
equaling a percentage of its Gross 
Provincial Product to the Federal 
government. Eliminate Municipal 
government and place its responsibilities 
under the auspices of the Provincially 
elected riding representative. The savings 
to the tax payer would be significant. 


The adversarial model of government does 
not work. As is the case with elections in 
all humanity’s democracies, elections are 
nothing more than sporting events where 
teams vie for dominance; and yes, with 
victory comes the spoils. All or nothing 
and for those that need the most it 
generally means nothing. 


We, the electorate, desire only pragmatic, 
competent management of our public 
resources, institutions and responsibilities. 
Our collective values are that all our 
citizens have at least the basic requirements 
of food, shelter, medical and education 
services and safety. No one in our country 
should have wealth or luxury if there are 
those who do not have the basics. 


Yet we have leaders like Campbell and 
Harper who either have no idea how to 
obtain equity for all our citizen or, (and this 
is even more scary and pathetic) wish to 
perpetuate a society of haves and have 
nots. Unless I am mistaken this is an 
oligarchy. One step away from fascism 
and not what I would call a democracy. 
The source of this oligarchy’s power is a 
system that perpetuates the dominance of 
political parties and special interests with 
unlimited resources to corrupt the intent of 
our electoral system. 


I ask my fellow citizens to consider the 
observations I have made and the solutions 
Ihave put forward. We all complain about 
the pathetic, corrupt nature of our 
government and politicians. Enough with 
the complaints, let’s come up with 
solutions. Here are mine. What are yours? 





Books for Reading: 


From Time to Time 
by Andrew Tate 


As promised in my previous review, here is the sequel to Jack 
Finney’s 1970s novel Time and Again written 25 years later - 
From Time to Time (Simon & Schuster, 1995). 


The novel begins in New York 1887, five years after Si Morley made the 
decision to remain forever in the late nineteenth century. By now he is 
married to Julia and has a five year-old son called Willy. Here Si 
reintroduces himself and briefly summarizes his involvement and success 
with the Project. He also tells Julia his reluctance to return to the future 
and visit the Project; for you see, there is no Project to visit due to a 
series of events which occurred in the last novel which resulted in the 
Project no longer existing. 


| | i everyone, it’s Andrew again with another book review for you. 





For those of you who have read Time and Again, remember that towards 
the end of the novel, Dr. E. E.Danziger, the retired physics professor, and 
Project Founder resigned in frustration to be replaced by Major Rube 
Prien. Danziger became disillusioned with where the Project was 
heading and wanted to stop it. He made Si promise to prevent his 
parents from meeting in a New York theatre in February 1882. By doing 
so, Dr. Danziger would never have been born and thus, no Project. So, 
when the novel begins, the deed has been done and Danziger and the 
Project do not exist. However, later on, we see another time traveller 
going back to New York in 1882, as requested by Rube, and physically 
preventing Si from doing the deed; thus restoring the original future. 
Since the Project once again exists, Si decides to travel to the present and 
see how Rube is doing with the Project. Si uses the Brooklyn Bridge this 
time instead of the Dakota as an alternate gateway between the two 
worlds. 


Once back in the present, Rube tracks him down and asks him to consider 
going back in time to 1912 New York to prevent WWI. Rube is especially 
delighted to see Si again for the Project has been shut down due to 
government funding cuts because Si never came back. Apparently both 
Rube and Danziger discovered that WWI never happened in an alternate 
reality based on an old 1916 newspaper Rube found. This newspaper 
mentioned nothing about WWI which means that the war never happened 
in that alternate time line. Yet, in this timeline it did. Si agrees to Rube’s 
request and spends a few weeks at the New York Public Library 
researching 1912 and is provided with 1912 clothing, passports, ID, etc. 
He also uses his 1887 money which is certainly worth more in 1912. 


Once Si has successfully reached 1912, through self-hypnosis of course, 
he acquires a room in the Plaza Hotel. While in 1912 he meets a few 
interesting characters, one of them a spy sent back in time by Dr. 
Danziger to try to sabotage Si’s mission so as to unalter the past. Si’s 
mission is to track down the mysterious Z who was sent to Europe by 
then U.S. President Taft to establish European allies. However Z never 
returns to America and as a result, WWI begins. Once again, as in the 
first novel, Si takes photographs and does sketches of 1912 New York 
architecture and society, especially of the city’s theatrical section 
(Broadway). Si must track down Z and keep an eye on him, even follow 
him to Europe if necessary. Unfortunately Si loses Z along the way who 
sails to Europe on the Mauretania. 


Without giving too much away, the adventure continues with Si briefly 
returning to the future and the Project in despair. He learns the true 
identity of Z and then reluctantly returns to 1912 New York only to find 
himself sailing on the ill-fated Titanic (see photographs) trying to prevent 
the ship from sinking and pursuing Z. The novel ends with Si returning 
back to the peaceful and simpler 19th century where he begins 
preparations for the blizzard of ‘88. 


Even though I found the plot somewhat slower-paced and less action- 
packed and suspenseful then in the first novel, I enjoyed the photographs 
and sketches depicting a vibrant New York where jazz and vaudeville 
were predominant; radios, the telephone and telegraph, airplanes and the 
motorcar were revolutionizing transportation and communication. and 
women were just starting to transform themselves into 'flappers' as jazz, 
and ragtime were becoming more predominant along with new dances 
and changes in men's and women's fashion. Of course, 2 years later 
WWI would begin throwing the U.S., and the world into economic and 
political chaos for the next 4 years. 


Until next time, 
Andrew Tate 
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Pushed out of the DTES by high rents 


new study by the Carnegie Community Action Project 
Ace says that seniors on basic pensions and people on 
elfare can only afford 12% of the privately owned SRO 
hotel rooms in the Downtown Eastside (down from 29% last year). 


Called Pushed Out, escalating rents in the Downtown Eastside, 
CCAP’s third annual hotel report says high rents in privately 
owned hotels are pushing out low-income people and could be 
responsible for an increase in homelessness and for a lot of street 
vending and survival so-called “crimes.” 


The report is based on a survey of 90 privately owned and run 
hotels by CCAP staff and volunteers who got information from 
hotels with 93% of the privately owned rooms in the Downtown 
Eastside. 


“Gentrification is pushing up rents in the cheapest accommodation 
in Vancouver,” said CCAP organizer and report co-author Wendy 
Pedersen. “The number of hotel rooms where the lowest rent is 
$500 a month or more shot up over 200% from 272 rooms last year 
to 634 rooms this year. And more than half of all the privately 
owned rooms rent for over $425 a month, $50 more than a person 
on welfare, disability, or senior can afford.” 


Newly opened provincially owned hotels plus new low-income 
housing at Woodwards doesn’t make up for the number of units 
lost from closure and high rents. 


While some new social housing units should be opening in the next 
three years, “At the current rate it will take the city 42 years to 
implement their policy of replacing the SRO hotel rooms with self 
contained social housing,” said Pedersen. “But absolutely nothing 
is planned for after 2013 so it could take much longer.” 


CCAP calls on the city to buy and set aside five lots a year in the 
DTES for social housing. CCAP joins with numerous other groups 
calling for a federal provincial social housing program that builds 
20,000 units of housing a year across Canada. 


Other findings of the report include: 


* The number of hotels that rent all their rooms for $375 or less fell 
from 19 hotels with 777 rooms in 2009 to 12 hotels with 362 
rooms in 2010, a loss of seven hotels with 415 rooms 


* The lowest rent in over half (56%) of the hotels that CCAP got 
rent information from is $425 a month or more. In other words, 28 
hotels with 1689 rooms rent at $425 or more; 


* Rents in 17 of these 28 hotels with 1159 rooms start at $450 or 
more; 


* Between 2009 and 2010 the number of hotels where the lowest 
rent is $500 or more increased by over 200% from 3 hotels with 
272 rooms to 11 hotels with 634 rooms 


* There were only two vacancies in hotels with rents at or under 
$375. Last year there were four; 


* Fifteen hotels charging higher rents had vacancies; 


* Two hotels with 67 rooms have closed since CCAP's 2009 report. 
These are the Argyle (43 rooms) and Lucky Rooms (24 rooms). 


* Two SROs re-opened this year, the Persepolis (27 rooms) at $400 
a month and Pender Place (23 units) at $600 to $700 a month. 


See the full report at: www.ccapvancouver.wordpress.com 


PUSHED OUT 


Escalating rents in the Downtown Eastside 





CAN YOU FIND US A SPACE TO MEET? 


The Committee to End Homelessness in Victoria 
is looking for a new space for our weekly 
meetings - 7 to 9 pm every Wednesday night. 
We need a table and at least a dozen chairs, 
ideally a few more. 


At present we are paying $50 a month for space 
at Silver Threads on Douglas St. but we are very 
crowded. 


If you can help, please call Alison at 


250-480-4854 or email alisonacker@shaw.ca. 





What does the mantra TAX CUTS 
AND SMALLER GOVERNMENTS mean? 


The Bridge is an Independent newspaper in Victoria 
published by the host of the program Face to Face with 
Jack Etkin viewed on Community TV in Victoria, and 
Saltspring Island. 


The lead article of the August 1 to September 1, 2010 
issue on page | is titled BC UNDER CORPORATE 
ATTACK. Campbell Using Phony Deficit to Attack 
Health Care, Schools, and the Poor. Real Cause of 
‘Deficit’ is tax cuts for Biggest Corporations and Richest 
People. 


A graph which accompanies the article shows that since 
2001 to 2010, $35.8 billion of tax cuts have been 
removed from government revenues due to tax cuts. This 
has reduced the government’s percentage of the GDP 
from 22.9% to an estimate of 19.9%. This 3% difference 
translates into a loss of $5.7 billion (estimate) in 
2009-2010. It is this loss of government revenue due to 
tax cuts which causes the deficits. And it is these deficits 
which are used to justifying “smaller governments.’ 


The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (BC) 
published an article dated June 5, 2002 titled Let Them 
Eat Cake: The Anniversary of BC's Tax Cuts is No 
Reason to Celebrate by Marc Lee. This article gives 
various tables relating to the 2001 Campbell tax cuts. 
The 8190 tax payers earning over $250.000 got $190.5 
million in tax cuts as compared to the 999,180 tax payers 
earning $30,000 or less who got only $180.5 million. 
This works out to an average tax cut of $23,260 for each 
tax payer in the highest bracket compared to $181 for 
those in the lowest. This is what TAX CUTS mean in 
reality - tax cuts to the richest individuals. 


What does SMALLER GOVERNMENTS mean in 
reality? It means cutbacks in government services and 
programs and inadequate health care and education 
budgets for the public! 


This is what the mantra TAX CUTS AND SMALLER 
GOVERNMENT means. 


Why doesn’t the NDP publicize this injustice of the 
income tax system? This injustice represents a vast 
transfer of wealth from We the People to the richest 
individuals and corporations. 


Gerry Masuda, Duncan 





Dear Ms. Bandcroft, 
Staff, and Vendors, 


our campaign for social 
Yu personal transformation is 

remarkably documented on the 
Victoria Street Newz website. Over 
the summer, I took some time to 
examine your online work. I have 
no in-depth remarks to offer with 
regard to the socio-political content 
of the Victoria Street Newz. A United 
States citizen would be out of line 
and place to press opinions on the 
affairs of Canada. However, your 
involvement with the homeless in 
their afflictions and struggles will be 
remembered far longer and better than 
anything in the papers. 


In your June 2010 edition, I was 
graciously permitted to extend a word 
of empowerment and support to the 
vendors of the Victoria Street Newz. 
This follow-up strives to reassure 
some who may be minded to think, 
“Is he really for us, or is he just 
blowing smoke?” This question is 
fair with respect to your vendors. 
Therefore, as opportunity was found 
and consent was given, I recently 
shared a “Kodak moment” with an 
available vendor while hearing and 
energizing his case. 





Victoria Street Newz vendors are 
among the warmest personalities I 
have encountered in the business and 
tourism districts of Victoria, British 
Columbia. They stand out decisively 
in that respect. They are not pushy 
and scheming. They are not bristling 
with festive plots and conspiracies. 
They are not out to weasel something 
for nothing. The vendor’s mission is 
simple, open, and clear to any tourist 
or resident privileged to cross his/her 
path. 


Please accept my fondest bless- 
ings once again upon all of the 
vendors of the Victoria Street Newz. 
Moreover, my warmest regards to 
you, Ms. Bandcroft and Staff. You 
have extended a critical tool in 
rebuilding lives on the streets of 
Victoria, British Columbia. Take 
care, and God Bless. 


Cordially, 
Monte J. McCormick, Port Angeles. 
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Environmental 


eptember 17, late morning. I am sitting 
in a wicker chair in the street outside the 


Convention Centre trying my best to read a 
book. The heavy traffic of buses, trucks and cars 
grumbles past within inches of me, shoveling exhaust 
into my face. Around me are florescent pink traffic 
pylons with real sunflowers poking out of them. 

A red umbrella sprouts from a small white metal 
table nearby. I’m in a space normally reserved for 
vehicles, yet I’m breaking no laws and, supposedly, 
not in any danger of being hit by an unsuspecting 
motorist. It's Park(ing) Day, “an annual, worldwide 
event that inspires city dwellers everywhere to 
transform metered parking spots into temporary 
parks (sic!) and other open spaces for the public good 
(double sic!).” 2010 is Victoria’s first foray into 

this feel-good environmental frolic. By sitting in the 
street in a chair I’ve become an engaged citizen, part 
of a movement. 


I call such exercises Environmental Cute. As a 
tactic, they are frivolous; as strategy, they are next to 
futile. They accomplish about as much as a New 
Year's Eve party does for the ensuing 365 days of 
living: Much fooling around and good intention with 
little in the way of follow-up. Except in this 
instance, ostensibly, the stakes were rather higher: 
climate action, public good, critical thinking, civic 
engagement, transportation policy, to name but a few 
of the goals thrown around in the promotional 
literature for this event. 


Unfortunately, social policy is little changed by 
eco-games within a helpful enough length of time 
relative to the importance of the challenges we are 
told we face. If the problems of greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions are dire and if the proportion of 
GHG emissions contributed by transportation is high 
(around 37% for BC overall according to the 
Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report [2007] and 45% in 
Victoria itself), then a handful of people sitting in 
parking spaces for a day would seem both to demean 
and diminish the scope of the problem. Granted, the 
number of car trips to and from the downtown core 
reportedly has declined slightly since 1991 (for the 
record, I don't believe this finding) in spite of 
tremendous population growth in the western 
communities — but try relating that statistical nugget 
to someone idling in the Colwood Crawl for over an 
hour. This type of targeted measuring of traffic 
patterns hides more than it reveals and, along with 
figures showing an increase in travel by bike and 





Cute 


public transit, wrongly implies a trending away from 
car culture, which is not the case in this era of cheap 
oil and bad regional planning. 


by Brian Mason 


Simply put, there are too many cars and too much 
driving. Car travel still is perceived as an efficient, 
convenient and economical method of urban 
transportation compared to the alternatives. 
Although nearly 80% of Victorians live within five 
kilometres of their work, almost half report 
commuting to work by single occupancy vehicle, 
according to the City of Victoria. This outrageous 
finding should shame everyone who cares about a 
livable city. 


Cars, like guns, are dangerous. They kill, maim and 
pollute. And the pollution they cause goes far 
beyond GHGs to include noise, smell, space and 
speed factors. Driving is both a privilege (not a 
right) and an onerous responsibility — though you 
will get a spirited reaction to the former claim from 
most people — and these are the chief reasons why 
cars are so closely regulated. Although gun deaths in 
Canada, averaging 1200 per year, are proportionally 
higher compared to the number of guns, road 
fatalities claim more lives (usually around 3,000 
annually) and injure over 200,000 people in Canada 
every year. Driving a car is little different than 
running down the street with a loaded weapon, yet 
our society frames the two situations completely 
differently. 


It makes little sense to play cutesy with traffic unless 
what you really want is nothing to change much at 
all. Most people contentedly tolerate the problems 
and dangers posed by cars. Only a radical upending 
of transportation culture would alter the landscape, 
which is not about to happen soon. The tough motor 
vehicle regulations already in place are so rarely, 
inconsistently and sporadically enforced that we have 
essentially abandoned drivers to figure out how to 
make it all work on their own. Paradoxically, they 
seem to revel in the chaos, speeding and tail-gating 
their way through the day. 


The problem of cars and traffic and pollution and 
congestion and sprawl and fatalities and injuries and 
property damage won't be changed by any appeal to 
statistics or finger wagging. People love their cars, 
or so they believe, though their love is misplaced. 
They defend car culture as a manifestation of 
personal freedom and unfettered mobility while 
failing to see how that same culture rules their life 
like a mechanical dictator. 
Letters to the editor and 
callers to radio stations 
complain about recent 
"traffic calming" practices 
and lane closures as if 
drivers had an inalienable 
right to transport themselves 
in a self-interested, harmful 
manner. 


Park(ing) Day was touted as 
a "great opportunity to raise 
public awareness for 
Victoria's Climate Action 
Program". This struck me as 
absurd as I sat cowering on a 
wicker chair in my little 
"park" on the road, inches 
away from heavy, speeding 
traffic. The issue is not 
awareness, and sunflowers 
won't bring change. 


Submitted by Brian Mason 


Clear Cutting = Landslides and floods? 


by Betty Krawczyk 


Yes. Not always, but mostly. From Haiti to Pakistan to 
Mexico and to Port Alice, Port Hardy, Bella Coola, to... 
well, wherever there are massive mudslides and flooding 
the first thing to inquire is how extensive is the clear cutting 
in the area. 


Many of Haiti’s largest towns are primarily big mud holes 
because they have no trees left to hold back the rain from 
the mountainsides. There is speculation that the recent 
accelerated clear cutting of the forests in Pakistan is 
primarily responsible for the massive flooding there. 
Industrial forestry is swallowing up forests in every part of 
the globe including British Columbia and yet nothing seems 
able to stop it. It’s almost as if one giant chain saw is 
denuding the forests of the earth under various giant forest 
corporations and their smaller subsidies that contract out to 
even smaller independent subsidiaries. And usually with 
government subsidies (the money of all of us private people 
who together make up the huge public tax contribution to 
this province). These subsidies from us is given to the very 
corporations who besides stealing our trees, are making 
mud holes. 


And it is so unnecessary. Some countries are trying to 
move toward community owned (leased to a community of 
forestry workers) forests and forestry workers who know 
how and are willing to do selective logging. Without this 
kind of intervention, could British Columbia also become a 
province of giant mud holes where thriving cities and towns 
used to be? Of course. We have everything here to make 
that happen; the practice of clear cutting, dwindling forests 
due to overcutting, tree diseases, forest fires, and most of 
all, giant corporations determined to cut it all down even if 
that requires just shipping out the raw logs. And we have 
our uncaring provincial government who evidentially loves 
giant logging corporations, the bigger and more destructive 
the better, and an attorney general (political appointee) who 
will try to lock anybody up forever who dares protest. It is 
a perfect storm of converging factors designed to denude 
British Columbia of what is left of our forests. And First 
Nations pride. And the beauty, health, and glory of British 
Columbia and its entire people. 


In the News 


We are still waiting to hear the judgement from my appeal 
which took place Sept. 22 2010. 


I asked the Court to give me a new trial on the grounds that 
Madam Justice Brown unlawfully sentenced me when, 
according to Section 787 of the Criminal Code, anybody 
convicted under the summary process in a hybrid trial (which I 
was) the maximum sentence is six months. Madam Justice 
Brown gave me ten. Mr. Brundrett, in his reply to the Court, 
while he simply asked for my appeal to be squashed, also 
submitted that in the event the Court decided to change the 
sentence that it should be elevated upward. And to guide the 
Court in their thinking on the matter he submitted two cases he 
thought were similar and should be applied to me. Both were 
violent repeat pedophiles who attacked their own children. 


Both were given accumulated sentences of fifteen and twenty 
five years respectfully In the opinion of one judge (sitting on 
one of these cases) people who can’t be cured of their 
affliction should be put away for life. And Mr. Brundrett had 
underscored the “for life” bit. In doing this, the Attorney 
General has accomplished two things. First, equated my 
repeated infractions of the law in defence of the environment 
for future generations to the diseased minds of pedophiles 
who rape their very young children (and in one of the cases 
sold the images). And, he invited the Court to consider that 
because I am a repeat offender I should also be declared a 
dangerous offender and possibly be put away for life. And 
because in a summary trial process the , 
rules are that I do not qualify for a jury 
trial, the Court could decide that I be 
put away for life or twenty five years. 


Betty Shiver Krawczyk is a Louisiana 
born, BC based environmental activist, 
eco-feminist writer, great-grandmother, 
author and former political 

candidate. Read more from Betty at 
bettysearlyedition.blogspot.com and 
www.schiverrhodespublishing .com. 
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City of Gardens: 


The Other Side of the Fence 
Reviewed by Ernie Tadla 


treet people in every city in 
the world consist of the drug 
addicted, the mentally ill, the 


homeless, the lost people of our 
society. 


I previously held a pious,self-righ- 
teous, negative view of these 
people. 

I avoided them on the street, was 
fearful to make eye-contact. 
Through his book, City of Gardens: 
The Other Side of the Fence, Patrick 
gave me knowledge, statistics, facts 
and a new awareness, where before 
I was ignorant. 


The “other side." All topics have 
two sides. 


Patrick has himself walked both 


sides ... read his book, The Peaceful 





Warrior: Memoirs of a Damaged 
Mind and Soul, his very own 
poignant story. 


Patrick has opened my mind and 
changed my mind with his 
passionate and forceful account of 
the street people in Victoria, British 
Columbia, Canada. But this story is 
not a Victoria story, it is being 
played out in every city of the 
globe. This is a global issue. 


The fields of advertising and 
education use the power of repetition 
in making information stick, and 
bringing about behaviour change. 
Patrick deftly uses it in this book. 


From avoidance, fear and judgement 
his book has moved me to under- 
standing, acceptance and wanting to 
make my own small contribution to 
this plight on society. I have become 
an activist in the cause. 


Thank you, Patrick for presenting 
the "other side" of the story and 
pressing my good samaritan button! 
If you are formerly homeless, and would like to 


share the story of how you got off the streets, 
contact Ernie at ernie@tadla.ca. 


Patrick's newest book is presented through 
Trafford Publishing, and is also available 
on Amazon.ca. Patrick blogs at 
secondchancevictoria.ning .com. 





Social housins reality check: 


Ministry’s own service plans show few 
nef new units since 2006 


(Vancouver) A new report shows that despite some positive recent 
developments on rental assistance and homelessness, BC’s progress 
in building new social housing units has been minimal. 


Unpacking the Housing Numbers: How Much New Social Housing 
is BC Building? was released by the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives and Social Planning and Research Council of BC. The 
authors conducted a detailed examination of BC Housing's service 
plans for 2006 to 2011. 


The report finds that while the number of households assisted by 
provincial housing programs increased by 11,530 since 2006, most 
of this assistance does not represent actual new social housing units. 
Of the 11,530 additional households assisted: 


i 63% (7,270 households) represents rental assistance to 
families through the Rental Assistance Program, while another 
1,010 are individuals assisted through the Homeless Rent 
Supplement. 


x Another 1,420 of the total increase are new emergency 
shelter beds (not housing units). 


* 1,550 of the “new” supportive housing units for homeless 
people with mental health and addiction problems are in purchased 
SRO hotels (renovations/replacements of existing housing rather 
than additional low-income housing supply). 


While there has been growth in some types of social housing, in 
particular supportive housing for the homeless and housing for frail 
seniors, there has been a larger decrease in traditional low-income 
housing units. 


In fact, the government’s own data indicate an overall net increase 
of only 280 new housing units over the past five years, a sobering 
and concerning finding. 


“The province has developed some good initiatives to address 
homelessness and the lack of affordable housing,” says Lorraine 
Copas, Executive Director of the Social Planning and Research 
Council (SPARC), and co-author of the study. “Unfortunately, the 
numbers show us that more is needed.” 


Jean Swanson, with Vancouver’s Carnegie Community Action 
Project, welcomes the report. “Working in the Downtown Eastside I 
can see that hundreds of people are homeless in spite of government 
announcements and re-announcements of social housing. This report 
tells us the real numbers and validates our call for more social 
housing for low-income people.” 


“Between the mid 1970s and early 1990s, with the help of the 
federal government, BC created 1,000 to 1,500 new units of social 
housing per year,” says Seth Klein, co-author of the report. “Based 
on government figures, we calculate that BC could build 2,000 units 
of housing per year for about $500 million. To me, that seems like a 
pretty affordable price for ending the homeless crisis in our society.” 


For more information and to read the full report, visit 
www.policyalternatives.ca 





ENABLING JUSTICE 


I’m seeking a rather affluent parent who would 
volunteer to send their school-age child to a public 
school - but refuse to pay fees of any kind, for any 
purpose. 


Ideally, the parent would live in the Saanich Board of 
Education District and, preferably, the student would be 
enrolled at the grade 11 or 12 level. 


Rather than take up some 3 or 4 pages to explain this 
whole matter in detail, it would be preferable if we 
could meet in person - preferably over lunch (on me). 


I've already won two BC Supreme Court decisions, 
under two different BC Supreme Court Judges, both of 
whom declared school fees to be unlawful -- but, 
incredibly, these illegal fees continue in public schools 
all over the province. 


What I’m seeking is your cooperation in joining with 
me to produce an article that would, hopefully, be 
published in a number of newspapers, province-wide. 


Of course, I would personally cover all costs, plus pay 
you for your time and professional writing skills, to 
assist me in creating 

an article that would 

merit wide publication 

in various types of 

media. 


For more information 
visit www.schoolfees.ca 


John A. Young 


B. Comm, M.ED. 
Post-Graduate Diploma 
Universite de Paris. 
Sorbonne France. 
Trustee, Greater Victoria 
Board of Education #61 
250-388-7043 
250-893-0434 (c) 
johnayoung @telus.net 
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A United Nations investigation substantiated the atrocities 
reported by Mavi Marmara survivor and Victoria, BC resident 
Kevin Neish upon his release from an Israeli prison last June. 
They include torture, kidnapping and executions by Israeli 
commandos aboard the Mavi Marmara and 5 other ships, part 
of an unarmed humanitarian aid flotilla bound for Gaza 
earlier this year. 


The 56 page UN Human Rights Council report (www2.ohchr. 
org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/15session/A.HRC.15.21 . 
en.pdf), compiled by a panel of eminent international judges 
and lawyers, documents a myriad of Geneva Convention and 
International Law violations and war crimes perpetrated 
against the flotilla by Israeli forces. 

"Not only were the crimes against the flotilla confirmed, but 
also the complete illegality of Israel's occupation of Gaza. 
This gives me new hope for justice for Gaza and Palestine 
and eventual peace with Israel," he said. 

View a video of Mavi Marmara attack at www.culturesofresistance.org 
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Policing The Police: 


Can Police Oversight Make A Difference? 


evidence of serious wrongdoing by police?" On the poster would be the 
contact information for the local police oversight body. Or, how about 
one reading: “Racial profiling is prohibited. Has it happened to you?" 


W= if every bus in your hometown had a poster reading “Do you have 


It turns out that these are real life examples of posters placed on buses throughout 
Miami-Dade County. They were placed there by that county’s police oversight 
body, the Independent Review Panel, as a way of increasing public awareness of 
the panel and its work. 


The posters were shared with the participants in the 16th annual national 
conference of the National Association for Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement 
(NACOLE). NACOLE, 
and its sister organization in 
Canada, CACOLE, were 
formed to bring together the 
many and rather diverse 
police oversight bodies 
across the US and Canada. 
The NACOLE website 
(www.nacole.org) lists 123 
such entities in the US, and 
CACOLE on its website 
(www.cacole.ca) lists 21 
more. 


I attended the NACOLE 
conference in Seattle on 
September 20-23; at the 
conference I was able to 
meet representatives from 
many oversight agencies 
throughout the US and 
Canada. It was exciting to 
be around people who have 
devoted years of their lives 
to trying to establish 
meaningful systems for 
policing the police. On the 
downside, they often liken 
their work to Sisyphus 
rolling the proverbial rock 
up the hill, only to see it roll 
down again. The advice of 
people who have been at 
this kind of work for years is to never let up, because as soon as you do police 
departments will revert to their sometimes out-of-control habits. 


been stopped 
Contact the Independent Review Panel 


Phone: 
305-375-4880 


Fax: 305-375-4879 
Take constructive 
conflict action! 


paired tm. pc Bt, Sue 104 Mise, FL :EST3O-IEHI 
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I did learn that there is a huge variety of methods for monitoring police behavior. 
Some places use civilian review boards, some use independent reviewers or 
auditors, and some use independent investigators. Some places contract with 
outside agencies to do independent investigations of police 
misbehavior. In a few places the oversight bodies play a 
significant role in establishing policies for the police 
department; in other places they don’t. Some places take a 
multi-pronged approach and use some combination of the 
above models. I found that no two places are alike in their 
police oversight systems. I also found that there are 
successes and failures with every model, and that there is no 
one-size-fits-all that would work for everyone. 


From their website: 


How Internal Police Discipline is Changing 


The growing police oversight movement is having its effects. 
There are a few examples where vigorous police oversight 
activities have brought about some changes in the way things 
are done. One of those examples is in Los Angeles. 


Back in the 1990s a deputy district attorney in Los Angeles 
County pursued a trail of corruption in the LA Police Department and ended up 
exposing the abuses of the infamous Ramparts Division. That deputy district 
attorney was Richard Rosenthal, who is now the Independent Monitor for Denver. 
He is also Treasurer of NACOLE and was a presenter at the conference. 


Rosenthal’s Ramparts exposé led to some major structural changes within the LA 
Police Department. Since then the department has continued to evolve. Among 





If you feel you have been mistreated by the 
Victoria Police Department you may contact 


The Office of the Police Complaint 
Commissioner, 3rd Floor, 756 Fort Street, 
Victoria V8W 9T8, or telephone (250) 
356-7458, by web at www.opcc.bc.ca. 


“The Office of the Police Complaint Commissioner 
provides impartial civilian oversight of complaints 
regarding municipal police. We ensure thorough 
and competent investigations of police complaints 
and fair adjudication with respect to all parties. We 
facilitate quality policing and public trust in law 
enforcement and the complaint process.” 





by Gerry Bill 


other things the department learned that its old 
methods of discipline were no longer working. In 
the past officer discipline would often mean 
suspension without pay for a certain number of 
days, depending on the nature of the infraction. 
That method of discipline has become pretty 
meaningless. Police unions have instituted insurance plans that pay an officer’s 
salary for up to thirty days of suspension. In that situation, the officer just goes 
fishing for thirty days at full pay. It is almost an incentive to misbehave. 





The LA Police Department calls its new method of discipline “develop or 
discharge.” This method is not used for actual criminal 

[| behavior by police nor for other very serious violations, but 
hl] for the numerous lesser violations that occur in every 

if department. Examples of lesser offenses might be racial 
profiling, the use of racial slurs, treating suspects or the 
public disrespectfully, not following proper protocols when 
searching a house or a vehicle, etc. 


When an officer has engaged in some questionable behavior 
he or she meets with the commanding officer to work out a 
discipline plan. The plan will include teaching the offender 
something about the values behind the rules that have been 
broken, gaining commitment to those values and to the rules 
that stem from them, and then finding an appropriate remedy. 


The remedy may include an apology to other officers or an 
apology to a citizen who has been treated badly by the 
police. The officer might go in person to apologize to the 
wronged citizen, or there could be a conciliation conference 
with a mediator present. All of this came as a surprise to 
many police officers in attendance at the conference. It was 
the consensus among police present that “I’m sorry" are the 
two hardest words for any police officer to say. A thirty-year 
veteran of the Seattle Police Department commented that he 
had never in his career seen a police officer apologize for 
something until he saw it happen last year in Seattle. 


In LA, part of the process is that the officer is forced to 
acknowledge that he or she has done something wrong; he or 
she then must make a commitment not to repeat the offense. 
That commitment is enforced. The officer is given a 
conditional written reprimand. The condition on the 
reprimand is that the officer agrees that a repeat offense will 
result in a more serious disciplinary action than would 
normally be applied. Typically, a second offense would result in a fifteen-day 
suspension without pay, and a third offense would result in the officer being 
discharged. Since the system has been in place the department has experienced no 
repeat offenders in conditional reprimand cases. As the goal of the discipline 
system is to correct the behavior of the officer, the system so far would seem to be 
pretty successful. 


The system is no panacea; the LA Police Department 
is still rife with problems. The department admits that 
it badly bungled the handling of the 2007 May Day 
immigrant rights demonstrations. This bungling cost 
the City of Los Angeles 13 million dollars in damages. 
The department is now committed to learning from its 
mistakes, and the errors of 2007 have not been 
repeated. All subsequent May Day demonstrations 
have come off without a hitch, primarily because of 
improved police behavior. 


The Los Angeles case shows that monitoring the 
police, filing complaints, even filing lawsuits, can be 
effective. But it is a constant struggle. Remember 
Sisyphus; we must never let up. 


Gerry Bill of Fresno, California, is Emeritus Professor of 
Sociology and American Studies at Fresno City College. 
He is Co-Chair of the Central California Criminal Justice Committee, an organization that 
worked for ten years to bring outside police oversight to Fresno. The effort finally 
succeeded, and an Office of Independent Review was established in December, 2009. 
Gerry attended the NACOLE conference in Seattle this past September, and this is the first 
of a three part series to be further published in the Victoria Street Newz. He may be 
contacted at gerry.bill@ gmail.com. 
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Photographers For Hope 
and the Homeless World Cup 


In a career that has spanned more than 40 years, world-renowned 
photojournalist David Burnett now turns his attention to inspiring social 
change through his latest project: ‘Photographers for Hope.’ 

Read the full interview, by Anna Wang, at www.streetnewsservice.org 


The ‘Photographers for Hope’ project took place in Brazil in last 
month. With a team of 8 journalists you ended up at the Homeless 
World Cup in Rio. How did that come about? 


In coordination with a workshop I was leading in Rio, our schedule 
was designed to overlap and include the Homeless World Cup. None 
of us had ever attended the Homeless World Cup, and it was a real 
eye-opener to be able to spend the time we did with Homeless Cup 
team members. Great people, and a very exciting game, as it 
happens. 


What surprised you about the Homeless World Cup? 


The level of play varied from team to team, but what all the teams 
displayed was an air of excitement and dedication which transcended 
whatever their level of talent was. Their sense of camaraderie, 
friendship, and sportsmanship was unique. At the end of each game 
both teams would embrace, and lead a cheer as they ran towards their 
fans. Nowhere else in sport do you see that kind of sportsmanship. 


How was this photographing experience different from others? 


The thing which made the most impression on me was the fact that 
so many of the players were homeless or had experienced homeless- 
ness and hardship that many of us wouldn’t be able to imagine. But 
they were all incredibly positive and happy to be in Rio for this 
historic event, that kind of spirit was infectious. 


You have witnessed devastating effects of natural disasters, war, 
poverty all over the world, what goes through your head when you 
are taking these images and how do you hope people will react? 


As a photojournalist, your first mission is to tell the story .... we may try 
to maintain a certain objectivity in telling the story, but individual 
stories, individual people that we meet on our stories, many of them 
leave memories which last far longer than the pictures we make of 
them. I just hope that the viewer will get some sense of what I saw. That 
is what I am trying to share, to say, “Here, this is what it was like.” 


Barre hich Foam arahera on the second dey wf ibe Homeless World Cap 


e a, 








The Collapsing Commonwealth Games 


1930. It still begins with an official message 

from the Queen that travels by hand from 
Buckingham Palace. It still culminates with 
a tribute to the British Military that would put 
the old Red Square parades to shame. It is the 
Commonwealth Games (CWG) and its goal 
from the outset has been to use sports to create 
goodwill between the United Kingdom and the 
various outposts of ye olde empire. 


[ started as the British Empire Games in 


As the Reverend Astley Cooper first proposed in 
1891, a “Pan-Britannic-Pan-Anglican Contest and 
Festival every four years [could act as] a means 
of increasing the goodwill and good understand- 
ing of the British Empire (www.insidethegames. 
biz/history/commonwealth).” Today this sporting 
festival involves 71 countries and a series of 
games that spring from the UK like lawn 
bowling, rugby seven, and netball. 


I don’t know if the CWG has created goodwill, 
but as the 2010 Games are set to start in Delhi, 
we are getting a very good understanding of 
empire, at least the 21st century variant. The 
games are teetering on an unprecedented 
implosion and the problem is not just that India, a 
country where 46% of the children are under- 
weight, is spending $2.5 billion on athletic 
facilities alone. The problem is not just that 
India, a country where 42% of the people live 
under the World Bank poverty line of $1.25 a day, 
promised $100,000 to every country’s delegation 
to secure the games (what is called in less refined 
circles “a bribe.”) And the problem is not just 
that this state of affairs raises the question about 
whether India, with all it’s nouveau economic 
might, should be playing footstool for the inert 
Queen’s “Empire Games.” (www.ft.com/cms/s/0/ 
a64alale-8534-11df-9c2f-00144feabdcO dwp_ 
uuid=4c 17109c-9c8 1-1 1da-8762-0000779e2340. 
html) 


The games might not go on because the CWG 
facilities built at great economic and social cost 
have been flagged as a serious health hazard. In 
preparing the various arenas, dozens of workers 
have been grievously injured in accidents due to 
faulty materials and equipment (timesofindia. 
indiatimes .com/india/27-labourers-injured-five- 
critical/articleshow/6603679.cms.) This week 
alone a ceiling collapsed at the weightlifting 
venue and a bridge crumbled outside the main 
staging ground, Nehru Stadium, injuring 27. 


Commonwealth Games President, Michael 
Fennell, expressed in writing his “great concern” 
over the current situation. “Many nations that 
have already sent their advanced parties to set up 
within the village have made it abundantly clear 
that, as of the afternoon of September 20, the 
Commonwealth Games village is seriously 
compromised,” he said. (www.hindustantimes. 
com/specials/sports/cwg-2010/countries-fennell- 
slam-cwg-village-say-it-s-unlivable/india/ 
sp-article10-602741 .aspx). 


Mike Hooper, the CWG chief executive, sniffed, 
“the village is filthy... one can’t occupy the 
rooms. There is building dust and rubble and the 
toilets are not working. Reports of excrement 
being found are true....(It's not fit] for human 
habitation." (indiatoday.intoday.in/site/ 
Story/113459/Sports/village-dubbed-filthy,-cwg- 
faces-calloff-threat.html) 


The chairperson of the Commonwealth Games 
Council for Wales, Anne Ellis, raised the 
unprecedented prospect of canceling it altogether. 
[We will see how London handles the 2012 
Olympics for example, and recoil anew without 
the comfort of xenophobia. ] 


There is more than a little dollop of paternalistic 
racism in CWG officials’ assessments of Delhi. 


I| The critiques that matter, though, come from 


inside of India where the Commonweath Games 


by Dave Zirin 


are called the “Corporate Wealth Games.” 
Currently, India is suffering through one of the 
worst ever outbreaks of Dengue Fever, which 
spreads through mosquitos, exacerbated from a 
particularly harsh monsoon season. Pranav Jani, 
an American professor living in Delhi, wrote, 
"many are saying [the outbreak is due] to the 
massive digging and construction from the 
upcoming CWG (pranavjani.wordpress.com)". 
You will hear CWG officials complain about 
Dengue. You will hear athletes raise it as a health 
concern and decline to compete. But you won't 
hear their complicity. 


Regardless, if the CWG bureaucrats want to 
vacate responsibility for the state of affairs every 
day, the Indian press discusses the problems in 
grand detail. This is the first time India has ever 
aimed to host an event of this magnitude. The 
country's leaders are aiming to accomplish what 
China did with the 2008 Olympics, South Africa 
with the 2010 World Cup, and what Brazil hopes 
to do with the 2016 Olympics — namely, 
demonstrate that they are willing to pull out all 
the stops to raise their international prestige and 
put on a good show. 


There is a reason why the so called BRIC nations 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China) are the 21st century 
hosts for these elaborate sporting spectacles. One 
reason is that they are willing to do whatever it 
takes to make the games happen. That means 
repression. That means massive debt-public 
works projects. In China, we saw the price of 
this, with two million people displaced from 
Beijing. In South Africa, a million-strong public 
sector strikes mark the hangover after the party. 
In Brazil, a police helicopter was shot down over 
the favelas, in October 2009, just south west of an 
Olympic Zone (www.huffingtonpost. 
com/2009/10/18/brazilian-drug-gangs- 

shoo n, 325059.html). In Athens, before the 
2004 games, anywhere between 40 and 150 
construction workers died as the International 
Olympic Committee deadlines hovered. 


In India, we see similar stories. As Ravi 
Chaudhary reported, “On the 7th of July 2010, 
during work hours, a government funded 
demolition team took bulldozers to the Yamuna 
Khada school (funded by donations) in order for 
it to be ruthlessly demolished. Those who 
attended and worked at the school were given 
three hours to vacate the property with no 
alternative. Police were present along with the 
construction teams and were seen destroying 
whatever could be demolished by hand in order to 
put fear into local residents. Many were removed 
with physical force. (www.spectacle.co.uk/ 
spectacleblog/tag/corporate-wealth-games)." 


And yet, the world has looked away, because the 
trains have always run on time; to put it another 
way, the games went off without a hitch and the 
body count was ignored. Just as in 1968 in 
Mexico City, when hundreds of students and 
workers were killed before the games and the 
world looked away, it is seen by organizers as a 
plus - not a minus - that such extreme prejudice 
can be introduced with impunity. In India, we are 
seeing how this process of rapidfire development 
on the quick has crossed the line that divides the 
development from the spectacle. Now not only 
are dissidents and workers endangered, the 
athletes themselves are imperiled as well. For the 
first time since World War II, the show may not 
go on. But this time, the war is 
the show and the show is the 
war. 


Dave Zirin is the author of Bad 
Sports: How Owners are Ruining 
the Games We Love (Scribner). 
Receive his column every week by 
emailing dave @edgeofsports.com. 














Food Resources MIZEXLU ACAD EU AU 


9-10 CLUB (ST. ANDREW'S SOUP KITCHEN) 
740 View St. Victoria, B.C. V8W 1J8 ph:250-884-4459 Church-run club providing 
meals on a drop-in basis Mon-Fri, 8 - 10 am. Not serving lunch, or on Christmas Day. 


ANAWIM COMPANION SOCIETY 

973 Caledonia Street Victoria B.C. V8T 1E7 250-382-0283. Laundry, showers, meals, 
clothing, limited housing spaces. Be there by 11 am for lunch, 2 pm for dinner. 
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10am-5pm, Weds, Fri 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-4pm 


COMMUNITY FOOD BANK 
4-697 Goldstream Ave, 250-474-4443 
Tues, Weds: 10am-3pm, closed last week of the month 


ESQUIMALT COMMUNITY LUNCH 
Esquimalt United Church Hall, Lyall St., just past Admirals Rd. Tues & Thurs noon-1:15 


GOLDSTREAM FOOD BANK 

761 Station Rd (Legion Basement), Langford, B.C. phone: 250-474-4443 
3rd Tuesday, monthly at the basement of the Royal Canadian Legion. 
Serving the Western Communities from View Royal to Metchosin 


FOOD NOT BOMBS 

A collectively run food kitchen. Ph: 250-383-5144, ext 1940 
http://users.resist.ca/~fnb-victoria. A collectively run food kitchen. 

Free vegetarian serving Sundays, 3 pm - Harris Green (Pandora & Vancouver) 
Bring plastic containers for bowls, bags 4 produce. 


FRUIT AND VEGGIE BOX 

901 Kings Road, Victoria, B.C.,V8T 1W5 Phone: 250-388-7696 

Good Food Box Program - order $5, $10, or $15 box of fresh fruit and vegetables at 
the beginning of the month and receive it in the middle of the month. Purchased in 
bulk. Order and pick up boxes @ BCC 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

140 Oswego Street, Victoria, B.C. V8V 2B1 phone: 250-389-1470 

Seniors Dinners on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5 PM - $5.75 

Community Dinners Weds, approx. every other month., usually $4 & $2 -12 & under. 
Tickets must be purchased at the centre in advance 

Community school cafe open Mon - Fri 11:45 am -12:30 pm. $3.25 & child 2.75. 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY PROJECT 
547 Michigan Street, Victoria BC. V8V 1S5 (250) 388-7844, email: askus@jbcp.bc.ca 
Hours Monday to Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 


MUSTARD SEED STREET CHURCH www.mustardseed.ca 
625 Queens Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8T 1L9 Phone: 250-953-1575 

Service for families: Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Service for couples and singles: Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Service for everyone: Mon, Weds, Thurs, Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 


OUR PLACE 

919 Pandora Ave. V8V 3P4, 250-388-7112. Victoria's"Living Room"- a drop in centre 
w/ computer room, printers, special projects, tea & coffee, singing Wednesdays with 
Louise Rose. Open Mon to Fri 7 AM - 5 PM, closed weekends. Showers & laundry 9 
AM-3:30 PM. Breakfast 9 7 AM; Lunch 11:30 AM -12:30 PM; Dinner 4-5 PM 


ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

101-831 Yates Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1M1 Phone: 250- 382-2767 

9 am-12:30 pm, 1:30 pm-4:30 pm Mon-Friday, Tues aft for Women 

Must be 19 yrs, unless referred by parents, ASK, or Soc Services. Food, clothing, 
household items. Home visits, food vouchers for parents w/children. 


SAINT SAVIOUR' S KITCHEN 

310 Henry Street, Church Hall (VicWest) phone: 250-384-8773 

Rainbow Kitchen for everyone, Weds, Thurs, Fris, 12 noon 1:30 pm 

Shelter Weds-Sat nights, arrive 9-10 pm: mats, blankets, often food. Space for 25-35. 
SALVATION ARMY 

Family Services and Counselling (singles, too) 2695 Quadra St 250-386-8521 

Mon- Fri 9 AM-11:45 AM, 1 PM-4:15 PM Emergency food hampers, clothing & small 
housewares vouchers. Extra shelter space only available in subzero temperatures. 
STREETLINK EMERGENCY SHELTER 

1634 Store St., Victoria, B.C. VBW 1S2 Phone: 383-1951, office 383-1951 

Free dinner 7 days a week, 3 pm for meal ticket, serving at 3:30 

ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 

1611 Quadra St. Victoria, B.C., V8W 2L5 phone: 250-383 7169 

Food bank open Tues & Fridays, 10 am-noon, in church basement. (Closed Fri and 
Tuesday after Welfare Wednesday, and Tuesdays after Monday stat.) 


VICTORIA NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
231 Regina Avenue, Victoria, BC V8Z 1J6, 250-384-3211 
Wholesale prices, various size boxes. Pay first, pick up following wk. 


GOOD FOOD BOX PROGRAM - Duncan area - 250-746-4204, 
www.providence.bc.ca. 





Housing Resources 


No Cost for Service, Time Limited Stay 

Salvation Army (Emerg men only) 525 Johnson Street, 250-384-3396 
Streetlink 1634 Store Street, 250-383-1951 

Sandy Merriman House (for women) 809 Burdett Avenue, 250-480-1408 
Sobering & Assessment Ctr (24 hr) 1125 Pembroke (@ Cook) 250-213-4444 
Out of the Rain (Youth 15-25) 250-812-0490 winter only, various locations 
Kiwanis Youth Shelter (13-18) 2117 Vancouver St., 250-386-8282 

Hill House - Women with children 250-479-3963 

Sooke Transition House 250-642-2591 Women with or without children 
Vic. Women's Transition House 250-385-6611 Women with or w/out kids 
Cridge Centre for the Family 1190 Kings Rd 250-386-7291 Women & kids 
Kiwanis House for single women 16-29 w/ one child 250-382-1004 


Margaret Laurence House 250-995-0058 Women & kids escaping abuse 
Low Cost Monthly Rentals 


Ritz Hotel - 710 Fort Street, 250-381-1868 

Fairfield Hotel - 710 Cormorant St., 250-386-1621 

York Hotel - 711 Johnson Street, 250-385-2544 

Douglas Hotel - 1450 Douglas Street, 250-383-4157 

Ocean Island Backpackers - 791 Pandora Avenue 250-385-1788 

Turtle Refuge Backpackers - 1608 Quadra Street 250-386-4471 

Vic. Human Exchange Soc. 361- 2762, 1-800-691-9366, www.humanx.org 


Extreme Outreach - men only, $350 + dep. No alcohol or drugs. 250-708-2064 


Subsidized and/or Supported Housing Services 


BC Housing (subsidized - low income families, 55+, or w/disabilities) 
301- 3440 Douglas Street, 250-475-7550 www.bchousing.org 


Burnside Gorge Community Assoc. 250-388-5251 members.shaw.ca/bgca 


Capital. Region Housing (subsidized, low income families, 55+, disabilities) 
623 Fisgard, 250-388-6422 www.crd.bc.ca/housing 


Capital Mental Health Association Satellite Housing Program 250-389-1211 


Coordinated Housing Registry (subsidized & supported housing) 
www.coolaid.org 826 Cormorant St. 250-356-2548 


M'Akola Housing Society 250-384-1423 
Pacifica Housing Advisory Assoc. (families) 827 Fisgard 250-385-2131 


Pacifica Housing Serv/Downtown Outreach Serv (connects low-income folk w/ housing 
in private sector) 826 Cormorant 250-356-2555 


Pandora Youth Apts 753 Pandora, For 15-19 yrs, Andrea - 250-380-2663 
St.Vincent de Paul Soc. 250-382-2767 www.svdpvictoria.com/services 


Victoria Senior Citizen Housing Society - Please register with the Housing Registry at the 
BC Housing Management Commission: 301-3440 Douglas 250.475.7550 

Helpful Housing Hints 
1. Add your name to the BC Housing list. 
2. Add your name to the Coordinated Housing Registry. 
3. Get the addresses & phone numbers of subsidized or supported housing units from 
the Cool Aid Society, the BGCA, M'Akola, etc. If you find one you like, make friends, 
impress them, ask them to pull your name off the list. They can let you in, but you have to 
be listed with BC Housing first. 

















Breakfast Club 
First Saturday: St. Andrew's Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8-10 am 
Second Saturday: St. Andrew's Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8-10 am 
Third Saturday: Glad Tidings Pentecostal Church Hall, 1800 Quadra St. 8-10 
Fourth Saturday: Central Baptist Church, 833 Pandora, 8-10 am; 385-7786 
Fifth Saturday: BC Ferry Workers’ Union at St. Andrew’s Hall, 8-10 am 








Some places to call for help 


Action Committee of People with Disabilites - 948 View St., 250-383-4105 

Adult Addiction Comm.Treatment Serv: 2nd floor, 1250 Quadra, 250-727-3544 
AIDS Van Island: 713 Johnson St, 3rd Flr, 250-384-2366 ext 2268; AVI Nx 250-896-2849 
Alano Club: 1402 Broad St, 250-383-9151 

Alcoholics Anon: #8, 2020 Douglas, 250-383-7744 (help), 250-383-0415 (office) 
Cool-Aid Medical Clinic: 250-385-1466 

Cool-Aid Phone Message Service ($5/mth plus HST): 250-383-1977 

Credit Counselling - 250-477-9998 

Foundation of Support of Recovery for Men: 250-480-1342 

HomelessNation.org - online community 

Grief/Bereavement Counsel: Lorraine Jasmin, R.P.C., 1198 Goldstream, sliding scale 
Lalli Care Clinic - Drug Info, Med.Review, Alt Health - 250-386-5100, lallicareclinic.ca 
Men's Trauma Centre: 250-381-6367, #203-1420 Quadra St. www.menstrauma.ca 
Outreach Services Methadone Clinic: 2004 Fernwood Rd., 250-480-1232 

Problem Gambling Help Line - 1-888-795-6111 

Prostitute Empowerment & Education (PEERS): 744 Fairview Rd., 250-388-5325 
Research, Education, Evaluation, & Support Prog. (REES): 250-595-8619 

Salvation Army Addictions & Rehab Centre: 525 Johnson, 250-384-3396 

Seniors' Advocacy Group - 388-7696 for advice; 250-360-1068 to be an advocate 
Society of Living Intravenous Drugusers (SOLID): 7-9 pm Weds, 1947 Cook 
Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): 4302-895 Fort St 361-3521 

Victoria Native Friendship Centre: 384-3211 -- 231 Regina Ave V8Z 1J6 

Victoria Sobering & Assessment Centre: 1125 Pembroke, 250-213-4444 

Vancouver Island Addiction Recovery Soc.: 536 Cecelia, 250-480-1342 
Youth-to-Youth Support Line - 24 hours. 250-386-TALK, www.youthlines.ca 
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Ephemeral Time 


The captive heart 

And freefall tart 

Must perpetually mate 
Thus foiling sordid fate! 


Death an absurd joke 
Life a fickle egg yolk 
One must learn to laugh 
In face of bloated both! 


Thus the captive mind 
Becomes a freefall kind 
Of rainbow paradise 
Beyond property or price. 


o John Alan Douglas 





© Andy Singer 
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Twenty eight days, twenty six days, four,, two, 
one = it’s finally here, all that waiting, it was 
so frustrating, no more hesitating, the welfare 
cheque has finally arrived. My life support. 
My momentary escape from my abject 
poverty and strife. Temporarily. 


No more long lineups at the favourite soup 
kitchen where the Chef Mr. Stokes serves all 
the folks with his smart meals from the heart. 
Temporarily the happy look on the poor 
peoples’ faces as now they are monied and 
going places. 


And then, just like that, it’s going .... going .... 
gone. Like that old Peggy Lee song,“Is that 
all there is?” 


Almost like that favourite cup of coffee or 
glass of wine that’s fine. And life in its 
happiest moments. Connie Francis, the 
darling diva, in her charming 1969 ditty 


The Welfare Cheque 


The Welfare Cheque, extolls the joys and glory 
of living on welfare - courtesy of the 
government. Indeed. Because in all fairness 
we do not want to scam dear old Uncle Sam. 


That saucy little ditty The Welfare Cheque 
doesn't cover the whole scope, the nitty 
gritty of living on the rope. There is 
sometimes the stigma, the sheer humiliation 
and society, in all its propriety, looks down on 
people in this situation. 


And maybe Old Uncle Sam should raise his 
rates for living and giving. Then when the 
individual gets past their feelings of 
inferiority, and bolsters their self worth, 
working with dear Old Uncle Sam to better 
themself, their life will hold purpose in giving 
mirth and will be worth more than the 
welfare cheque, courtesy of the BC 
Government. 
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eMark Idczak 


Urban Planning 


Train tracks scrape past the sun-hammered miners’ 
shacks left over from the last 

century. The front side is tarted up 

as the Historic Old Quarter. But the backside 
holds the story. Just ask the crumbling sunflower 
sentries guarding the ass-end 

of the Women's Center. Or the weather-stripped 
shiplap on the Bride's Closet next door 

luffing like a beaten flag while some gunk 

the color of old blood drips 

from a rusty pipe. | know this stuff 

because | am now at a sufficiently advanced 
stage in my daily rail-walking to support 

a head-up gaze at my surroundings without 
tumbling into the thorns. Beyond the 

bridal store the shaling Occidental 

Hotel and Bar prevails like an asylum 

for the criminally insane. While across the 
tracks a torn quilt pocked with bodily 

stains lies splayed on a weedy patch 

behind the Thrift Shop - a cardboard box 
nightstand totters beside. She will 

sleep here again tonight 

unless chance finds her at the copshop on 

the corner or perhaps in the bed 

of someone she meets in the Oxy. And if he’s 

not too bad, maybe they’ll get hitched 

and pay a visit to the Bride’s Closet (except 
that’s likely where her problems started - it’s all so 
cyclotronic). He'll probably keep 

spending his nights at the Oxy, coming home 
mean, talking fist-speak, till she ducks 

out, goes to the Women’s Center, which 

will be closed due to funding cuts, so she'll do 
some dumpster diving in the donation box 
outside the Thrift Shop till she finds another quilt 
and a spot to lie. 


O Kim Goldberg 


Kim Goldberg 's award-winning work as a poet, journalist and 
photographer has been widely published in magazines and 
anthologies around the world. RED ZONE is available for 
$18.95 at select independent bookstores including Munro's 
Books in Victoria, from Pig Squash Press (pigsquashpress.com), 
or directly from the author by emailing goldberg @ncf.ca. 
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Fair Trade products 
from Palestine 
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Supporting the Palestinian farmers’ struggle for livelihood & land. 


* Olive Oi! 
* aatar 
* Olive Soap 


In Victoria visit 

Ten Thousand Villages, 

ororder online at 
Zatoun.com. 


A retall store amd 
online shop where you 
can buy clothing, 
healthy edible seeds, 
and natural bodycare 
products. We umt 
eco-frlandly materials 
Such as hemp, bamboo, 
soy, nnd organic 
eottans. 
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HEMP & COMPANY 


1102 GCovERNMENT STREET 422 CRAICFLOWER 
www.HempandCompany.com 
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547 Johnson Street 
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Independent News, Arts, Music 


Victoria, British Columbia 
e-mail: info@bchannelnews.tv 


WWW.BCHANNELNEWS.TV 


bike powered organic yard cane 


IU mates. 
250-507-4845 




















Jim Butler and Larry 
Gagnon rebuild and 
redistribute internet 
capable computers. 


Free indefinite loan 
to low or no income 


For more info call Jim at 











474-3446 








Motorized Scooter 

(4 Wheels) in VERY GOOD 
condition. LOW MILEAGE 
Will pay up to $2000. 


contact me @ 
john®young® telus.net 


Need help with House 
or Yard work? 


Call Bernie - 
250-216-3745 


tonystrailers.com 
' ^| (250) 743-9915 


Pike Trailers for t bvery Person and — l 


EM Services 
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Christina Mikolic 
250-216-3733 
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] Contact John 
at 250-886- 
5863 or visit 

him at his 
"office" near 


Bernie Bill Craig Debbie Doug Evelyn fort ondovalas 
Beacon Hill tovt St. Hillside/ Yates London Drugs Yates London Drugs Cook $t, Village 


May money 
from the 
sale of this 
newspaper 
be used for 


e r peace, and 

i - us pass through 
Richard Shirley Trish healing hands. 

Douglas @ Yates Fort St. James Bay Thrifty’s Interurban 
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